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Curriculum Units by Fellows of the National Initiative
2006 Volume IV: Native America: Understanding the Past through Things

Mythology of the Inca and Maya
Guide for Curriculum Unit 06.04.08, published September 2006
by Janelle Price

This unit is designed for high schools students in English or Language Arts classrooms. An exploration of
Mesoamerican and South American ancestral literature is the unit's first goal. The second goal is to emphasize
writing and this is accomplished through student journals, discussion prompts, entry and exit slips, and the
unit's final assessment which calls for students to create their own myths. The unit includes a writer's
template based upon Joseph Campbell's work in mythology and uses movies, classic and current, to delineate
archetypes and themes.

(Developed for English IV, grade 12; recommended for English and Social Studies, grades 9-12)
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