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The Global Bildungsroman: A Film Study of Individual Identity and
Integration into Society
Guide for Curriculum Unit 09.01.09, published September 2009
by Elouise E. White-Beck
This four-week unit will address three short stories in the tenth grade English classroom whose themes will be
extended through the additional study of three films from different cultures. The stories and corresponding
films are: Kurt Vonnegut's "Harrison Bergeron" and Michael Cuesta's 12 and Holding (USA), Doris Lessing's "No
Witchcraft for Sale" and Mike Newell's Into the West (Ireland), and Sylvia Plath's "Initiation" and Fredi M.
Murer's Vitus (Switzerland). The stories are all under the heading of The Individual and Society in the
Pittsburgh Public Schools tenth grade curriculum and each story and film pair represents one of three prongs
of that theme: identity, fidelity, or conformity. Methodology and activities can be adapted to other stories and
films. Filmography including other choices is included for extended study or application to other grade levels
and literature choices. All films are readily available through Netflix or online at very reasonable prices.

(Developed for English II, grade 10; recommended for English, grade 10)
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