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In this unit, high school students will delve into the sociological concept of assimilation through the case study
of Indian boarding schools.  Students will understand that assimilation occurs through a variety of means –
voluntary and/or forced and that social and cultural differences between racial and ethnic groups “disappear”
when one group is absorbed into another group’s culture and social networks or when two groups merge to
form a new, blended culture. Through the use of primary and secondary sources text sets, students will be
able to answer the following questions categorized into three themes – assimilation, resistance, and resilience:
What is assimilation and its variety of terms and how are these sociological concepts related to Native
American people? How was assimilation used as a discrimination tool against Native American people? How
have Native American people resisted these assimilation attempts? and How have Native American people
demonstrated their resilience to these assimilation policies over time? Common Core Standards are
addressed, as students will need to evaluate and synthesize these multiple sources to answer the above
questions individually.  Collaboratively, they will create dramatic readings to  share with the school
community.

(Developed for Dual Enrollment [DTCC] Sociology, grades 11-12; recommended for Sociology/U.S. History,
grades 10-12)
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