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Confronting Mass Incarceration in Tulsa
Guide for Curriculum Unit 19.02.01, published September 2019
by Sally Cannizzaro

Mass incarceration negatively affects so many lives, but what can be done about it?  This curriculum unit aims
to prepare students to tackle this community plague.  This unit will bring statistics, local groups, and passion
together to help students advocate for change.  Students will begin by using a protocol to analyze data on
general population statistics for the United States, Oklahoma, Tulsa, and other countries, as well as for specific
populations, such as those for race and gender.  Next they will look at these same statistics, for the
incarcerated population and compare the two sets.  These conversations will allow students to begin to ask
questions about what they are seeing, how the statistics evolved to the level they are at, and what needs to
be done to alleviate the impacts of any and all inequities they see.  After learning about the events that led to
our current “war on crime”, students will evaluate initiatives that aim to stem the harmful effects of mass
incarceration.  Students will begin to develop their own ideas on what ideas they can improve or expand on. 
The unit concludes with teenage activists proposing fully-developed ideas to local groups, ready to positively
impact the community. 
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(Developed for Gifted and Talented, grades 6-8; recommended for Gifted and Talented, grades 6-12, and
Language Arts and Civics, grades 8-12)
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