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by Shondra L. Cooper

The New Resistance: Protest through Performance is an integrated 5-6-week Literacy and Social Studies unit
that was created for 7th and 8th grade scholars. The goal is for scholars to evolve from casual consumers of
media to proactive civic change-makers. The unit is designed for teachers to use regional music and writings
based on their geographical location along with other supplemental materials they feel is relevant. Scholars
will research how youth have been framed as threats in the media throughout history, despite evidence that
shows they have been at the forefront of many protests that have changed the country. They will also analyze
how these biased narratives negatively framed our youth in addition to public policy. Lastly, scholars will
express their "protest" through creative mediums, including song, photography, drama, and visual art in a
public showcase.

(Developed for Reading and Social Studies, grade 8; recommended for Reading and Social Studies, grades
7-8)
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