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Curriculum Unit: Mendel/Punnett, Close Marriages & Clans (K’é)
Guide for Curriculum Unit 26.06.08, published September 2026
by Jolene Smith

In this unit, scientists like Mendel and Punnett studied genetics using plants like peas and other plants. Later,
they experimented with additional plants and eventually animals using the Punnett Square.

Eventually, human genomes became part of genetic research, focusing on parental genes. The simple Punnett
Square activity became part of classroom learning. Students learned to analyze Mendel’s pea experiment and
parental genes from their genetic results. They learned why close marriages are frowned upon within families
and cultures.

Ptolemy and native tribe marriages are viewed as examples of marriages that fail in the genetic line. Certain
tribes have clans that keep bands from intermarrying within the same clan.
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(Developed for Science, Biology, and Social Studies, grade 5; recommended for Science, Biology, and Social
Studies, grade 6)
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